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from Washington (Mr. MCDERMOTT). 
And to think that the gentleman got in 
some hot water not too many months 
ago for saying that, well, he might 
question the veracity of some in the 
administration who were talking about 
the facts leading us to war. I think the 
American people have come to see that 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
MCDERMOTT) knew what he was talking 
about. 

But I would like to talk about an-
other subject: voting, the single most 
important act of a democratic republic. 

Now, citizens in my State of New 
Jersey tell me they want voting tech-
niques, technologies that are reliable, 
accessible, and verifiable. And they are 
concerned that in the stampede to re-
place the unreliable butterfly and 
punch card ballots, that we may be re-
placing one unreliable voting tech-
nology with another. 

Now, consider electronic machines 
like, for example, touch-screen ma-
chines. They are convenient, they are 
accessible, they are fast and efficient. 
In many ways, they make good voting 
machines. They report the election re-
sults promptly and can reduce clerical 
errors and errors in addition. And cer-
tainly Members of Congress, I for one, 
have encountered in an election where 
the county clerk makes errors of addi-
tion that, in some cases, take hours 
and, in other cases, days to uncover. 
But these electronic machines are 
good, except that they are inherently 
unverifiable. Voters ask me, now, after 
I vote on an electronic machine, how 
will I know that back there in the elec-
tronics, back in the ether, back in 
cyberspace, the vote was recorded as I 
intended. The answer is, they do not 
know. They cannot know. Because of 
software or hardware errors, the votes 
might have been misrecorded. Inno-
cent, accidental errors, or malicious, 
intentional, hacking errors. The real 
problem is that there is no way for the 
voter to verify the reliability of the 
electronic count. 

Voters are plenty skeptical these 
days, and we cannot afford to have vot-
ers more skeptical about the process 
that they are supposed to own. 

Mr. Speaker, I have introduced legis-
lation under which each voter gets to 
see a printed record of his or her vote 
to verify that the vote is recorded as 
the voter intended and that the printed 
record becomes the vote of record. 
Now, this gives all the convenience, ac-
cessibility, and reliability of the elec-
tronic voting machines. And, it gives 
the added element of verifiability, of 
verification that belongs to each voter, 
as it should.

f 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. GUT-
KNECHT) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. GUTKNECHT addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extension of Remarks.)

f 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from New York (Mr. HINCHEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. HINCHEY addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extension of Remarks.)

f 

COMMENDING THE INDIANAPOLIS 
COLTS ON THEIR STUNNING VIC-
TORY AGAINST THE TAMPA BUC-
CANEERS ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 
6 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Ms. CARSON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, those of my colleagues who prob-
ably were unable to stay up and watch 
the Monday night football game cer-
tainly by now know that within less 
than 4 minutes a miracle occurred at 
the Bay. I am not talking about the 
weather in Tampa Bay or perhaps the 
latest diet fad, but I am talking about 
a history-making, Indianapolis Colt-
stomping that occurred at Tampa Bay 
on Monday night, October 6, on na-
tional television, a little show called 
‘‘Monday Night Football.’’

The miracle at the Bay, a 38 to 35 
overtime win, and no miracle to Indi-
anapolis Colts fans, was lead by quar-
terback Peyton Manning and receiver 
Marvin Harrison. 

I want to commend the Indianapolis 
Colts team, the Indianapolis Colts or-
ganization, and certainly the coach, 
the unflappable, the dignified gen-
tleman, fired, dismissed, former Tampa 
Bay Coach Dungy, now with Indianap-
olis, and he makes us extremely proud. 

Coached by Mr. Dungy, the Indianap-
olis Colts wiped out a 21-point deficit 
late in the fourth quarter and won 38 to 
35 in overtime. The Colts trailed 21 to 
0, 28 to 7, and 35 to 14. But in the fourth 
quarter, the Colts scored 28 points 
against the NFL’s best defense and 
Super Bowl champion, the Buccaneers. 

The ‘‘less than 4-minute-miracle’’ 
was led by Indianapolis quarterback 
Colt Peyton Manning and Colt receiv-
ers and running backs James Mungro, 
Marvin Harrison, and Ricky Williams 
over a span of less than 4 minutes; 3.37 
minutes to be exact. 

The Colts gained 455 total net yards 
against the Buccaneers’ vaunted de-
fense. Peyton Manning passed for 386 
yards and two touchdowns. Marvin 
Harrison had 11 catches for 176 yards 
and two touchdowns. 

It was a total team contribution, and 
the Colts are now 5 and 0 and, hope-
fully, Super Bowl-bound. An inspired 
Colts team gave Indianapolis fans a 
hard-fought victory. This win also gave 
Tony Dungy an unforgettable gift on 
his 48th birthday and his return to 
Tampa, a 38 to 55 victory in overtime 
against his old team, the Buccaneers. 

Tony Dungy, when others may have 
given up because the ABCs of a com-
fortable victory did not seem to be in 
the cards, Coach Dungy does what he 
does best, the 3 Cs: calm, coaching, and 
confidence. 

I want to say, Mr. Speaker, tonight 
that the Colts indeed make Indianap-
olis proud and Coach Dungy, who gives 
so much of his time with the NFL fa-
therhood project and a lot of other 
great things that he does in the Indian-
apolis community, as well as in Tampa, 
and the fact that he is such an exam-
ple, a shining example of fatherhood, of 
what a husband is, what a family unit 
should be about, being a dad, he lives 
what he teaches. 

Coach Dungy is the NFL face and co-
ordinator of the All-Pro Dad, a non-
profit program that offers practical fa-
thering assistance updated daily, avail-
able 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. At 
the heart of the program is the All-Pro 
Dad team. Its members include active 
NFL players and coaches and retired 
NFL standouts. Through TV, radio 
spots, and 2,000 nationwide billboards, 
these men speak to fathers about their 
most important job, and that is being a 
dad. 

So again, Mr. Speaker, Coach Dungy 
is tops with Indianapolis and, in many 
ways, tops with the Nation, and with 
my favorites, and that is fatherhood, 
advocacy, and the Indianapolis Colts.

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. PALLONE addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extension of Remarks.)

f 

TROUBLING DEVELOPMENTS IN 
MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. HILL) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks on the 
subject of this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, in the Au-

gust break, several Members had the 
opportunity to take a trip to Israel. As 
a matter of fact, there were 28 Mem-
bers. It was lead by the minority whip, 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
HOYER). This evening we would like to 
offer Members who went on that trip 
the opportunity to share their experi-
ences and to give their opinions and 
give their support for the State of 
Israel. 

Mr. Speaker, as the only democracy 
in the Middle East, Israel has been a 
strong and important ally to the 
United States for over 50 years. Main-
taining that relationship is imperative 
to the strength and security of the 
United States. 
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When I was approached several 

months ago about joining a congres-
sional delegation to Israel, I welcomed 
the opportunity. Though I had been to 
Israel once before in the early 1990s, it 
was during a very different time, a 
time when peace seemed near. 

Given the events over the last several 
years in both Israel and the United 
States, I felt it was my duty as a Mem-
ber of Congress to gain a better under-
standing of the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict and how it relates to the security 
of the United States. 

One of the most important aspects of 
this congressional delegation trip were 
our meetings with Israeli and Pales-
tinian leaders. We were greeted by both 
leaders with optimism regarding the 
peace process. These meetings shed 
light on the challenges that both sides 
face in beginning meaningful peace ne-
gotiations, and they highlighted the 
importance of U.S. involvement in the 
peace process. Unfortunately, that op-
timism has turned to violence, as the 
road map to peace has crumbled. Israel 
has been forced to defend herself 
against terrorist attacks much like the 
United States did in the wake of Sep-
tember 11. I continue to strongly sup-
port Israel in its stand against ter-
rorism. However, I am hopeful that all 
parties will exercise restraint so that 
they may, once again, focus on the 
process of achieving peace. 

Mr. Speaker, when we were over 
there, both the at-that-time Pales-
tinian leader, Mahmoud Abbas, and Mr. 
Sharon, the Prime Minister of Israel, 
were very optimistic about the chances 
for peace in Israel. They believed that 
they could achieve it. But, once again, 
we have negotiations breaking down. 
Our thoughts and our prayers are with 
both Israel and the Palestinian people, 
that they will try to reach out to one 
another in a peaceful way and bring 
peace to the area.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE). 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank my colleague from Indiana for 
organizing this Special Order and also 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
HOYER) for organizing the trip to Israel 
which, as was mentioned, so many of 
us on the Democratic side of the aisle 
went together. I think it was actually 
the largest number of House Members 
ever that traveled to Israel, at least in 
anyone’s memory. 

I wanted to discuss the trip but, in 
particular, discuss the troubling devel-
opments in the Middle East peace proc-
ess that have occurred since the trip 
when we were there in early August. I 
have to admit that for myself and prob-
ably all of my colleagues on the trip, 
we were hoping to return from Israel 
with stories of remarkable steps being 
taken towards peace in the region. I 
wanted to be able to return and tell my 
constituents that progress was being 
made, that things were getting better, 
and that families were safer. 

However, many of us returned from 
Israel, and I know I did, uneasy about 

what we saw and concerned about the 
future of the peace negotiations. In our 
meetings with Israeli Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon and then Palestinian 
Prime Minister Abbas, they both ex-
pressed a willingness to work towards a 
peace settlement. But while the talk 
was positive, there seemed to be no ac-
tion on the part of the Palestinian Au-
thority to eliminate Hamas and the 
other violent factions of the organiza-
tion, despite concessions by Israel on 
political prisoners and the control of 
territories. 

Even more troubling to us was the 
overriding concern that Prime Minister 
Abbas did not have the ability to nego-
tiate peace with Israel or the power to 
reign in the Palestinian terrorist fac-
tions. At every turn, it seemed, Yasir 
Arafat worked to undermine the Abbas 
government. So it came as no surprise 
that only a month after we returned 
from Israel, Abbas resigned as Prime 
Minister, citing his inability to effec-
tively do his job in the shadow of Yasir 
Arafat. It was even less a surprise that 
a member of Arafat’s inner circle was 
then tapped to step into the position. 

Mr. Speaker, since our trip, as we all 
know, violence has once again esca-
lated in the region. Just this past 
weekend on the eve of Yom Kippur, an-
other suicide bomber stepped into an-
other crowded Israeli seaside res-
taurant and killed another 19 people. 
Mr. Speaker, since the start of this 
year, over 100 people have been killed 
in Israel as a result of suicide attacks. 
This is not a combined total of several 
years; this is over 100 people killed in 
the last 91⁄2 months alone. 

In response to this weekend’s bomb-
ing, Israel conducted an air strike in-
side Syria in a terrorist camp believed 
to be used by Hamas and its Islamic 
Jihad.

b 1900 

This was a measured response by the 
Israeli government against the groups 
who carried out the attack. 

As a side note, Mr. Speaker, I have 
spoken several times on the House 
floor regarding the need for Congress 
and the President to implement sanc-
tions against Syria. I am a cosponsor 
of legislation that was approved today 
by the House Committee on Inter-
national Relations that would place 
economic sanctions against Syria and 
hold Syria accountable for their ac-
tions. Syria has long been known to 
support and sponsor terrorist organiza-
tions. It is on the State Department 
list of terrorist nations. This Congress 
and the President must show to Syria 
that there are consequences for their 
actions. So I would urge that this bill 
come to the floor of the House and be 
passed as soon as possible. 

Not surprisingly, Arafat has used 
Israel’s strike against Syria to his ad-
vantage. Arafat has taken the attack 
as an opportunity to declare a ‘‘state of 
emergency,’’ passing a presidential de-
cree that institutes his chosen group as 
the new prime minister and cabinet. 

This step by Arafat only confirms my 
fears that Arafat continues to exert 
enormous influence over the Pales-
tinian government. Israel has to come 
to grips with Arafat’s ability to derail 
the peace process and has faced serious 
international opposition when the 
Israeli government issued a decision to 
take steps to remove Arafat from 
power. 

Recent actions by Arafat make it 
painfully clear that Arafat continues 
to be a roadblock to peace. When one 
government does not follow his orders, 
he undermines that government until 
its leaders resign, and he puts his own 
people in charge. Peace cannot be 
achieved, in my opinion, as long as 
Arafat is in power. 

Mr. Speaker, I am sure I can speak 
for many of my colleagues on the trip 
when I say that we all want nothing 
more than to see peace negotiations 
move forward. So, for now, the Pales-
tinian Authority has a new prime min-
ister. However, many of the same ques-
tions remain: Will steps be taken to 
dismantle the terrorist networks? Will 
the new prime minister be able to gov-
ern or will Arafat continue to pull the 
strings? I guess only time will tell the 
answers to those questions. 

In closing, I just want to urge all of 
my colleagues in Congress to visit 
Israel and meet with government offi-
cials and see the region firsthand. I 
want to thank the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) for organizing 
this trip, giving us the ability tonight, 
through the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. HILL), to discuss our trip. It was a 
wonderful trip. It was at a time when 
peace seemed possible. I know it does 
not seem very possible right now, but I 
am still hopeful that again we will see 
peace in the Middle East. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, it was a 
pleasure to have the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) on the trip. 
He contributed a great deal to the suc-
cess of the trip. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LINDA T. 
SÁNCHEZ) who is a new Member in Con-
gress but is really doing an out-
standing job. 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today and 
join my colleagues in our continuing 
desire to establish peace in the Middle 
East. I joined several of my Democratic 
colleagues this past August in a trip to 
Israel to see firsthand the impact that 
violence has had on the people of the 
Middle East. 

It seems that almost daily we turn 
on our television sets and read news-
papers and learn about another bomb-
ing or missile attack in the Middle 
East. Just this past Saturday 19 people 
were killed and 50 people were injured 
when a suicide bomber set off an explo-
sion in a packed restaurant in Israel. 

My trip to Israel in August impacted 
me profoundly. One cannot begin to un-
derstand what it is like for the people 
of Israel to try to live under such con-
ditions until one have traveled to the 
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country and has seen it firsthand. 
There is a difference between under-
standing their situation by reading 
about it in the newspaper and actually 
being there, living it and seeing it with 
your own eyes. 

Israel is a tiny country and is prac-
tically surrounded by countries that 
consider Israel and Western-style de-
mocracy an enemy. Israel lives with 
the fear of attack every day, and 
Israeli citizens need to protect them-
selves and defend their homes. There 
are many regions of the country that 
the Israeli government holds on to sim-
ply because they improve the security 
and safety of their citizens. 

While I was in Israel I and my col-
leagues saw firsthand the construction 
of an enormous security fence to pre-
vent violent attacks. Once completed, 
this barrier will stretch for approxi-
mately 150 miles. It is a combination of 
ditches, barbed wire, and electric sen-
sors. Many people have spoken out 
against the fence and say that it is an 
obstacle to achieving peace in the re-
gion. But until you have been to Israel, 
you cannot possibly understand what 
that fence means in terms of the safety 
and security of women and children 
and civilians. 

I also recall during our trip being 
taken to border regions and being 
shown security footage of people tres-
passing over the security barriers and 
entering Israel without authorization. 
These constant dangers impact the 
people of Israel every day, and I was 
impressed with how committed the 
Israeli people were to protecting their 
country and their families in the face 
of so many threats. In fact, many citi-
zens carried guns with them, ready to 
defend their country at a moment’s no-
tice.

It is easy for people outside of Israel 
to criticize them for carrying guns and 
constructing a security fence. But the 
fear and the danger that faces the peo-
ple of Israel is real, and they must be 
allowed to protect themselves. Because 
of this danger, they alone know the 
best way to protect their citizens and 
secure their communities. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope that our country 
continues to support the government 
and the people of Israel. I hope that we 
recognize Israel’s right to be a sov-
ereign nation and Israel’s right to pro-
tect itself. Most of all, I hope that 
peace comes to the people of Israel and 
all of the citizens of the Middle East. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

The gentlewoman from California 
(Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ) spoke about 
the fence. The fence takes on symbolic 
proportions just by the idea that we 
are putting up a wall, some people like 
to call it. But this fence is not designed 
to keep the Israeli people out of Israel 
like the East Germans tried to do in 
East Germany trying to keep their peo-
ple in. This is to protect the Israeli 
people. 

As the gentlelady from California 
(Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ) so eloquently 

said, until you have been there and 
seen if for yourself, you really do not 
have a great appreciation for it. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I yield to 
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms. 
BORDALLO). 

(Ms. BORDALLO asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, as a 
Member of the House Committee on 
Armed Services, I have worked to fur-
ther my understanding of the threats 
posed to our national security by state 
sponsors of terrorism and the role of 
our allies in countering this growing 
threat; and I am well aware that 
Guam’s neighbor, North Korea, exports 
missile technology to Iran and other 
nations that seek to acquire both 
weapons of mass destruction and the 
means to deliver them. 

The people of Guam have a keen in-
terest, Mr. Speaker, in developments in 
the Middle East where so many of our 
sons and daughters are proudly serv-
ing. Mr. Speaker, you may be inter-
ested to know that Guam is actually 
the closest American soil to the Middle 
East region. 

I, too, Mr. Speaker had the oppor-
tunity to visit Israel with my col-
leagues, and I thank the gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. HILL) for this oppor-
tunity to speak tonight. 

I was very pleased to join my col-
leagues on this recent mission to 
Israel. The State of Israel has come a 
long way since my last visit there over 
20 years ago. The people have main-
tained the ancient heritage of the Holy 
Land and its sacred sites, while bring-
ing economic development and oppor-
tunity to a very young nation. They 
have worked at bringing peace with 
their neighbors, Egypt and Jordan, and 
stand ready to negotiate a final settle-
ment with the Palestinians. 

What I saw in Israel confirmed my 
belief that our assistance to Israel has 
been an important investment in re-
gional security, for much has been 
achieved with our assistance from the 
leadership of President Carter to Presi-
dent Bush’s efforts today. 

In prosecuting the war on terrorism 
globally, we should never forget our 
steadfast ally Israel and the responsi-
bility we have to engage there. In 
Israel, I saw a people who share our 
democratic values in and long for peace 
being forced to live with the ongoing 
threat of terrorism. All too often, we 
focus our attention on CNN footage of 
a burning bus or a shattered res-
taurant. We must not forget these peo-
ple after the cameras have moved on. 

For the women and the children that 
took the number 2 bus in Jerusalem, 
we must not delay in moving our em-
bassy to Israel’s capital. For the fami-
lies who sat down to lunch at the 
Maxim Cafe, we must demand account-
ability from nations such as Syria that 
sponsor terrorism against Israel. To 
prevent future victims of terrorism, we 
must support increased defense co-
operation with Israel; and, above all, 

we should encourage President Bush to 
continue the U.S.-led effort to facili-
tate the negotiations between Israel 
and the Palestinians that are crucial to 
our peace in the Middle East. 

The decisions of the 108th Congress 
will have a historic impact on our for-
eign policy and the security of our na-
tion, and I look forward to sharing in 
those decisions with the understanding 
that I have gained from visiting Israel. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I would like to go 
on record to thank my colleagues who 
participated with me on this delegation 
and especially to the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) who led our 
group and for providing me with such a 
valuable opportunity.

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentlewoman from Guam (Ms. 
BORDALLO) for her kind remarks. It was 
an opportunity for us to get to know 
one another a whole lot better in our 
trip to Israel. I have a great amount of 
respect for the gentlewoman from 
Guam. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I yield to 
my colleague from California who I sit 
on the Committee on Armed Services 
with, the gentlewoman from California 
(Mrs. DAVIS of California). 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to thank the gentleman 
from Maryland (Mr. HOYER), the distin-
guished minority whip, for leading this 
trip and also for tonight’s opportunity 
to share our thoughts with our col-
leagues and the American people. 

It was my third trip since I had lived 
on a kibbutz in 1965 during what was 
then the infancy of the State of Israel. 
Each time I set foot there I am re-
minded of the rich history of the land. 
The way you drift from present to past 
and back again is simply indescribable. 
One is constantly reminded of the bib-
lical origins. 

It is a place where time is measured 
in millennia, not decades, which helps 
me keep a perspective on everyday 
headlines. 

On this trip, I had the opportunity to 
go to the Golan Heights. As our bus 
climbed the corkscrew roads I looked 
down upon the kibbutz where I had 
lived 38 years ago, and I was struck by 
its proximity. It was much closer than 
I ever thought. That geography re-
minds me of my own City of San Diego. 
There people live on bluffs, on mesas 
overlooking valleys, yet no one in the 
valley is concerned about being shot by 
their neighbors above. 

This highlights the stark differences 
in everyday life in the U.S. compared 
with everyday life in Israel. In Israel, 
normalcy is a challenge. But it is 
achieved every day. Life continues, but 
not without adjustments. Families 
have learned to live with the prospect 
of violence. Just like here, parents 
worry about getting their kids to 
school. Adult and youth join their 
friends at coffee houses, and families 
go shopping. Though it may look nor-
mal, there is much going on that one 
cannot see. 

Just take the example of going to the 
store. Here we might be thinking about 
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the traffic and the availability of park-
ing. In Israel, one would worry about 
security at the store, about which 
routes to take, and about the wisdom 
of taking public transportation. 

On recreation choices, I am reminded 
of the accomplished physician, the 
Israeli-American who went to the cof-
fee house with his daughter the night 
before her wedding. A suicide bomber 
went also. 

When I learned of the 19 people killed 
in an Arab-managed restaurant in 
Haifa, I recalled the afternoon that we 
all lunched at an Arab-owned res-
taurant feeling safe. 

The differences extend beyond such 
day-to-day choices. As diverse as this 
body is, the Knesset’s diversity im-
pressed me. Though Democrats and Re-
publicans joust in a war of priorities, 
our experiences are nothing like those 
of Jews and Arabs serving together in a 
Knesset while their brothers and sis-
ters might be fighting one another.

b 1915 

And while the challenges we face are 
important and the problems we address 
are critical, again, they seem shadowed 
by the complexity of those in the 
Knesset. 

Finally, despite the grave security 
situation in Israel, I observed a free 
and open press. The plight of those liv-
ing in the West Bank and Gaza was dis-
cussed and important questions were 
asked of the government. Surely the 
freedom to debate such sensitive issues 
is symbolic of the great potential for 
understanding and cooperation that ex-
ists in Israel. A free and open press un-
derpins a free and open society. Israel 
is a democracy, a democracy that re-
fuses to be handicapped by its dangers 
and a democracy that needs our contin-
ued attention and our support. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentlewoman from California (Mrs. 
DAVIS). I am always impressed at her 
presentation and her ability to ask the 
tough questions in such a nice way. 

Mr. Speaker, how much time re-
mains? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MURPHY). The gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. HILL) has approximately 39 min-
utes remaining. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I yield to the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. NAD-
LER). 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman. 

Mr. Speaker, I was very much pleased 
to participate along with my wife on 
this trip to Israel, and I appreciate the 
efforts of the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER) in organizing this 
trip. It is not my first trip. It is prob-
ably my 7th or 8th trip to Israel. And 
as always, I was impressed by looking 
at different facets of Israeli society and 
seeing a vibrant, free, democratic, 
modern country, so different from so 
many other countries in the Middle 
East. 

I had many experiences there, but 
one of the things I always do when I go 

someplace else is read the local news-
papers. Reading the newspapers in 
Israel, you are struck by the debates 
on politics and on policy, on peace, you 
are struck on the political give and 
take, by the criticism in the news-
papers of the government and its lead-
ers, by the debate of the members of 
the various political parties, all of this 
so reminiscent of the democracy in our 
own country, in the United States. 

In the debates in the press, in talking 
to the people, one could feel the pal-
pable yearning for peace that Israel is 
so desperate for. One could not escape 
the fact that Israel is a country fight-
ing a war on terrorism alongside the 
United States. One could never escape 
the fact that Israel is targeted by hos-
tile neighbors, by hostile terrorists 
who have had over 100 suicide bomb-
ings, homicide bombings, really, tar-
geted at civilians, men, women and 
children. 

Sometimes we read in the papers 
here that in the last 3 years since vio-
lence began in September of 2000, about 
800 Israelis have been killed and count-
less more wounded, maimed. And Pal-
estinians were also killed. But what 
you do not read all the time is that 
most of the Israelis who were killed 
and maimed were children and old peo-
ple and women, children simply at a 
pizza parlor or teenagers at a dance 
hall or people at a wedding or a Bar 
Mitzvah or just going about their busi-
ness, on their way to work on a bus. 
Most of the Palestinians who were 
killed were armed people engaged in 
attacking someone engaged in ter-
rorism. 

One is also struck when visiting 
Israel, in going around Israel, by how 
small the country actually is. It is one 
thing to look at a map and talk about 
Israel and the territories, the West 
Bank and Gaza and the Sinai and 
Egypt and what territories should con-
stitute a new Palestinian state, what 
territorial concessions or compromises 
Israel should make. It is all very aca-
demic on a piece of paper; until you are 
there, and you see how small this coun-
try is. When you go to a place, a hill on 
a farm, and you can look and see on 
one side, the Jordan River, the bound-
ary between the West Bank and Jor-
dan, and on the other side, you can see 
from the same hill the Mediterranean, 
how narrow the country is and how re-
markable, in those terms, is the will-
ingness of Israel to give up so much 
territory to form an independent Pales-
tinian state, as Israel offered to do at 
Camp David and at Taba in 2000. 

We saw the monitoring station in the 
north of the country. We visited a sta-
tion, really a couple of trailers, a few 
hundred feet from the Lebanese border. 
We saw the balloon. It looked like a 
barrage balloon, tethered a couple of 
hundred feet up, but it did not hold 
weapons. It held cameras. And sitting 
in this monitoring station were young 
girls, 18-year-old girls in army uni-
forms looking at the monitors to try to 
prevent terrorists from coming over 

the border to attack and killing at ran-
dom, to kill men, women and children 
at random. And this is what the army 
has to occupy itself with. 

We saw also part of where the fence 
is going to be. The fence has been the 
object of some controversy. But the 
Gaza Strip has a fence around it. Peo-
ple go through the fence, through 
check points, but not one homicide 
bomber has come from Gaza. A million 
and a half people in Gaza, not one 
homicide bombing has come from Gaza 
into Israel successfully. Plenty have 
tried, but not one has succeeded to 
wreak mayhem and murder on civil-
ians. Unfortunately, that is not the 
case with the West Bank. 

Someone once said that good fences 
make good neighbors. Well, you need a 
lot more than good fences to make 
good neighbors, but one might say that 
good fences are very important to 
make good neighbors. And no one can 
deny the necessity for Israel to try to 
prevent people from crossing over to 
attack villages and towns in Kibbutzim 
and just plain people going about their 
business. 

The United States is erecting a fence 
between at various places between the 
United States and Mexico to prevent il-
legal immigration. No, we do not have 
a problem, thank God, with people try-
ing to cross from Mexico into San 
Diego to commit murder. If we have a 
problem, it is because people want to 
cross to get jobs. But the Israelis have 
that problem. And we saw where we 
were how narrow the place was. How 
there was an Israeli town and not 200 
yards away an Arab-Palestinian vil-
lage, which was not in Israel but was in 
the West Bank, and in between them 
simply a depression in the ground and 
nothing to stop people from walking 
across. 

That is why we need the fence. That 
is why Israel needs the fence, to pro-
tect the lives of men, women and chil-
dren. And it ill-behooves anyone to 
criticize a defensive fence against ter-
rorism. 

I must say, Mr. Speaker, that I be-
lieve in the necessity of a Palestinian 
state. Some people ask me, do I believe 
that the Palestinians have a right to a 
state? My answer is no, I do not think 
so. I do not see why the Palestinians 
have any more right to an independent 
state than the Baaths or the Kurds. On 
the other hand, if Israel is going to be 
a safe state and is going to achieve 
peace and is going to remain a Jewish 
democratic state, then there has to be 
a Palestinian state, because there is no 
alternative. 

The question, of course, is, can you 
have a Palestinian state with peace 
and security for Israel? Is there some-
one you can deal with to negotiate 
that, and that is what Israel tried to 
do. And if you read what Dennis Ross, 
President Clinton’s chief negotiator at 
Camp David, or what some of the oth-
ers have said, they offered, the Israelis 
offered a Palestinian state in 100 per-
cent of Gaza, 97 percent of the West 
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Bank, plus territory from Israel proper 
so that the Palestinians could say they 
got the equivalent of acreage of 100 per-
cent and Arafat turned it down. And 
Arafat then started a war which is 
what we have had for the last almost 3 
years, 3 years and a couple of weeks. 

So we hope and pray for peace. This 
trip showed us just how small Israel is; 
how necessary the fence is, how nec-
essary the Israeli defense measures are; 
how important Israel’s part in the war 
on terrorism is; and how, when people 
say that the main problem is the 
Israeli occupation, how wrong that is. 
The Israeli occupation will end when 
there is an ability to have a peaceful 
solution for Israel and to have security 
for Israel without Israel having to oc-
cupy the land for security purposes. We 
saw that very clearly and that is what 
we have to understand. And the United 
States must engage to continue our al-
liance with Israel, the only free demo-
cratic people in the area, the only reli-
able ally for the United States in the 
area, and the moral necessity of de-
fending that freedom and democracy, 
and the political necessity of allying in 
the war on terrorism with our only re-
liable ally in the war on terrorism in 
the Middle East, Israel.

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. Speaker, 
the resignation of Mahmoud Abbas and the 
appointment of Ahmed Queria as his replace-
ment as the Prime Minister of the Palestinian 
Authority has fully thrown off course the Road 
Map to Peace. 

Two months ago I traveled to Israel as a 
member of the largest Congressional delega-
tion to ever visit Israel. While there, I had an 
opportunity to meet with both then Prime Min-
ister Abbas and Prime Minister Ariel Sharon. 
At the time, both Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority were struggling to implement the 
Road Map requirements. 

Abbas’s humble welcome to the delegation 
belied a history of being one of Yasser Ara-
fat’s right hand men in the Palestinian Libera-
tion Organization’s past terror campaigns. This 
history makes it all the more interesting that 
Silvan Shalom, Israel’s Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, told us that it was official Israeli policy to 
take actions to enhance the credibility of 
Abbas within the Palestinian Authority. 

Abbas’s message to us was a recounting of 
key issues that impact the Road Map peace 
process. He argued that the security fence, 
which he referred to as a wall, should be dis-
mantled. However, when pressed on this 
issue, he conceded that the fence might be 
less of an issue if Israel built it on non-West 
Bank lands. He argued that Israel’s announce-
ment that they would release 545 political pris-
oners, in addition to those 248 released before 
the Akaba summit, was inadequate. His senti-
ment echoed Arafat’s claim that the release 
was a fraud. 

What Abbas failed to explain is that the 
Israeli government’s difficult decision to re-
lease prisoners was not a required element of 
the Road Map peace process. The Israeli gov-
ernment took this step unilaterally and specifi-
cally as a confidence-building measure for the 
peace process and to help enhance Abbas’s 
credibility. 

Abbas’s third issue was the continued pres-
ence of Israeli forces in Palestinian settle-

ments and cities in the West Bank. Recent 
suicide bombers have come from these cities. 
The Israeli government’s position is that, short 
of a Palestinian Authority effort to dismantle all 
terrorist infrastructure, Israeli troops will be 
present in the West Bank. 

Finally, the issue of terrorist infrastructure 
hung out there. The most important action that 
Abbas could have taken to silence all of his 
critics is the step necessary during the now 
dead temporary ceasefire to dismantle the in-
frastructure supporting terrorist groups like 
Hamas and others. The number one obstacle 
to that step was Yasser Arafat, a picture of 
whom hung over the meeting as a constant 
reminder of who was really in charge. 

We drove back to the bus for the 90-minute 
ride back to Jerusalem for our meeting with 
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon. Sharon met us in 
his office within the large government complex 
located on one of the many hills in Israel’s 
capital.

Sharon’s message was simple: For real 
peace, Israel is ready to make painful com-
promises. He noted that Israel is a small coun-
try but has a determined people. 

He went on to echo Minister Shalom’s ear-
lier comments that Israeli policy is to enhance 
Abbas’s credibility, and he went on to point 
out recent changes the Palestinian Authority 
have implemented. He noted that incitements, 
or the agitating of anti-Israeli opinion, have de-
creased. He emphasized that, except for the 
recent shooting north of Bethlehem, the tem-
porary ceasefire had held. 

Sharon cautioned, however, that the Road 
Map peace process would not move forward 
to the next phase without completing the cur-
rent phase in full. What he emphasized the 
most was a full cessation of terror. Sharon 
noted that Arafat’s strategy of terror has not 
changed, and Arafat continues to undermine 
every step that Abbas takes. 

Thinking back to the Abbas meeting, the 
Palestinian Authority’s Prime Minister ex-
pressed his sincere belief in two main goals 
for his government. First, a rule of law must 
exist for all Palestinian people. Second, it is 
his goal to have one security force. This was 
important because there are currently 13 sep-
arate security forces, ten of which Arafat con-
trols. 

I bring this up because two things strike me 
most about this pair of meetings. Both men 
have a vision for their people. Sharon’s vision 
is a vision that most Jews have, an Israel for 
the Jewish people with secure borders living in 
peace with its neighbors. Abbas’s vision was 
not expressed as clearly but was still there: a 
state for Palestinians living securely under the 
rule of law. 

Abbas’s resignation and the seeming res-
urrection of Arafat now mean these visions are 
on hold. If the Palestinian Authority cannot 
have leadership that is willing to wrest itself 
from the hold of Arafat and terrorist groups, 
then Israel must continue to defend itself from 
suicide bombers. As a strong supporter of 
Israel, however, I believe the United States 
has a responsibility to help Israel take steps 
forward—not backward—including improving 
the average Palestinian’s quality of life. I am 
no supporter of Arafat. But, honestly, hints at 
efforts to assassinate Arafat took the peace 
process backward in the eyes of many. I ap-
plaud the foreign minister’s efforts to back 
away from the statement made by the deputy 
prime minister. 

I am much less hopeful now than I was just 
two months ago about the short-term pros-
pects for peace and resolution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. However, I am more cer-
tain now than ever that the United States must 
stay involved for there to be any success of 
the Road Map or any long-term future peace 
process. The ground rules may have changed 
with Abbas’s resignation but our interests have 
not.

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, until you ac-
tually spend time in Israel, it is hard to truly 
understand what it is like to live with the daily 
reality of terrorism. 

The horrific explosion this weekend makes it 
hard to remember that this summer was a 
time of relative quiet. 

People on both sides of the conflict were 
able to venture out of their houses. Palestin-
ians went to the beach for the first time in 
years. Israeli cafes and restaurants were 
crowded. Tourism was up. But, unfortunately, 
in many ways that quiet was more illusion 
than reality. 

During the Hudna, 27 civilians were killed, 
and 133 were injured. Over 180 terrorist at-
tacks, including 120 shooting attacks, were 
launched against Israeli citizens. At the same 
time, Israeli security forces prevented more 
than 40 attacks, including suicide bombers. 

Given the volume of attacks, perhaps we 
shouldn’t have been surprised that during our 
brief one week visit this summer our lives 
were touched by two separate terrorist inci-
dents. But, we believed in the ceasefire and 
the possibilities it seemed to offer. 

One incident occurred after we visited an 
area along the border between Israel and Leb-
anon. 

The very next day, a sixteen year old boy 
was murdered by a missile fired over the Leb-
anese border, close to the place we had 
strolled the previous day. A day earlier, a few 
yards in a different direction and the missile 
could just as easily have hit one of us.

A few days later, we visited Hadassah Hos-
pital and met a doctor who had been up all 
night saving the life of a woman. She had 
been driving on a highway with her family 
when a sniper’s bullet pierced her car. 

The doctor’s expertise gave her another 
chance at life, but she will spend years recov-
ering from her wounds. 

9/11 awakened Americans to the ease with 
which terrorists can reach us. Our schools, our 
homes, our water and our air are so vulner-
able. It just takes one angry person with a 
weapon. 

This weekend one angry person stole the 
lives of 19 people in Haifa. Some of them 
were Arabs, some of them were Jews. Hatred 
does not distinguish. 

At a time when violence seems to be taking 
over the region, it is hard to remember the op-
timism that so many of us felt this summer. 

As the largest delegation of Members of 
Congress ever to visit Israel, we had the op-
portunity to meet with many of the people who 
are key to the peace process. They were 
hopeful that better times lie ahead, and so 
were we. 

But peace cannot come as long as Arafat 
continues to call for a million martyrs. Peace 
cannot come as long as Palestinian children 
are taught to idolize terrorists. Peace cannot 
come as long as Palestinians refuse to crack 
down on terrorist groups. 

Terrorism wages war against children, old 
people, the defenseless. Terrorism seeks to 
destroy the most vulnerable. 
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In a free and open society such as Israel’s, 

the only response to terrorism is a determina-
tion to go on. In Israel we saw extraordinary 
creativity, energy and freedom. 

Despite their daily brush with terrorism, 
Israelis are determined to lead ordinary lives. 
In their very normalcy, they pose a daily chal-
lenge to terrorists. 

Let us hope that in the future they will not 
have to try so very hard to lead normal lives. 
Let us hope that freedom will prevail over ter-
rorism.

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. NAD-
LER) for his eloquent remarks. As al-
ways, he has a lot to say. 

Mr. Speaker, there was no vacation 
that we took. We worked very hard and 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
HOYER) worked us very hard. We were 
at it early in the morning and until 
late at night every single day. As a 
matter of fact, by the end of the trip, 
I was thankful that we were going 
home. But because of his leadership, we 
learned a great deal and we have a 
much greater appreciation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield the balance of 
my time to the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER), the leader of this 
trip, our Democratic whip, for purposes 
of control. 

f 

PEACE IN ISRAEL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER) is recognized for the 
remainder of the minority leader’s 
hour, approximately 29 minutes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to thank the chief deputy whip, 
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. HILL), 
not only for his extraordinary leader-
ship on this mission to Israel and to 
visit with the leadership of the Pales-
tinian authority, Mr. Abbas, but also I 
want to thank him for his being here 
this evening. I had intended to be here 
throughout the course of this special 
order, but the scheduling was such that 
I could not be. I thank the distin-
guished chief deputy whip from Indiana 
for standing in. 

Mr. Speaker, no region of the world 
in my opinion holds out more promise 
and presents more peril than the Mid-
dle East. Our Nation’s security is close-
ly tied to the developments there, from 
our efforts in post-Hussein Iraq where 
130,000 American troops are on the 
ground today, to our desire to prevent 
Iran from obtaining nuclear weapons, 
to the continuing hunt for al Qaeda 
operatives, to the ongoing Israeli-Pal-
estinian crisis. 

The United States, Mr. Speaker, has 
interests and allies throughout the re-
gion but we have only, in my opinion, 
one true friend there, the democratic 
state of Israel. As President Kennedy 
remarked 40 years ago, he said this, 
‘‘We will never turn our back on our 
steadfast friends in Israel whose alli-
ance to the democratic way must be 
admired by all friends of freedom.’’

Today, Mr. Speaker, it is imperative 
that a new generation of American 

leaders recognize the special relation-
ship that has developed between our 
two nations and understand why a free 
and secure Israel is vital to America’s 
national security. Indeed, developing a 
deeper understanding of the U.S.-Israel 
bond was the purpose of a congres-
sional delegation trip to Israel that I 
was pleased to lead from August 2 to 
August 10. 

In all, Mr. Speaker, 29 House Demo-
crats made this trip. That is the larg-
est congressional delegation to visit 
Israel in its history. Our delegation in-
cluded Representatives from every re-
gion of the United States, as well as 
the territory of Guam. More than one-
third were serving their first year in 
Congress.

b 1930 

Nearly one-third were women, and 
for many this was their first visit to 
Israel. 

This was my fourth trip to Israel as 
a Member of the House. I had been 
there before, and this was my sixth trip 
in all. 

We made this long journey to see and 
to learn. We traveled throughout 
Israel, and visited the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank as well. 

We were privileged to meet with 
Prime Minister Sharon and members of 
his cabinet; Labor Party chairman 
Peres, one of Israel’s most distin-
guished statesman. We met also with 
Speaker Reuven Rivlin and members of 
the Knesset; and in addition to that, we 
met with the then-Palestinian Author-
ity Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas, 
who sadly, subsequently, resigned after 
being continually undermined by the 
purveyors of death and destruction in 
his authority. He led, I think, an effort 
for peace, but that effort was subverted 
by Arafat himself. 

We also, Mr. Speaker, were privileged 
to meet with representatives of the 
academic, religious, press, and medical 
communities. We saw firsthand the se-
curity challenges and realities that 
confront Israel and were left with sev-
eral strong impressions. 

First, security is an absolute pre-
condition for peace. The much-dis-
cussed security fence was regarded as a 
reasonable attempt by our delegation 
to reduce terrorist attacks, and events, 
frankly, subsequent to our trip have 
not altered that view. However, Mr. 
Speaker, the route of that fence is an 
issue and properly continues to be ex-
amined. 

Secondly, the dismantlement of the 
Palestinian terrorist organization, all 
of us believe, was essential if security 
was going to be effected, which is a pre-
condition for peace, as I have said. 

Thirdly, we cannot ignore, we must 
not ignore morally, politically, or in-
tellectually the plight of the Pales-
tinian people whose cause has been un-
dermined, in my opinion, by the tactics 
of terror, the incitement to hate and 
refusal to seek peace. 

Our trip, Mr. Speaker, occurred dur-
ing a 7-week period of relative calm in 

that troubled part of the world; but 
that calm, as all of us know, was shat-
tered on August 19, just a few days 
after we left, when a Hamas homicide 
bomber in Jerusalem murdered 22 peo-
ple, including five Americans, and in-
jured 130 others. 

Since then, Mr. Abbas, as I said, has 
resigned. He resigned on September 6. 
A homicide bomber killed 19 people in 
Haifa last Saturday, and Israel retali-
ated 14 hours later by striking sus-
pected terrorist camps inside Syria on 
the 30th anniversary of the Yom 
Kippur War. 

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that the con-
tinued, unconscionable violence by 
Palestinian terrorist organizations has 
left the President’s so-called road map 
for peace in tatters. 

I might say that I remember a con-
versation we had with Mr. Abbas, the 
prime minister then of the Palestinian 
Authority. It was on a Monday that we 
met with him. We met with him in 
Gaza, and he made the observation 
that there were thousands of Palestin-
ians on the beach in Gaza enjoying a 
Sunday afternoon. He had said they 
had not done that in a very long time 
because they, too, like the Israelis, are 
concerned about security. They under-
stand that terrorist attacks bring re-
taliation. They understand that the vi-
olence that the Palestinian terrorists 
perpetrate begets violence committed 
against them. The two, in my opinion, 
are not analogous. One is the cause of 
the other. 

Mr. Speaker, we responded not only 
deep into the heart of Afghanistan 
when we thought that they were pro-
viding a haven and training ground for 
terrorists; we destroyed their govern-
ment and replaced their government 
and drove them from the land. The 
Taliban, of course, is what I am talking 
about; but we know that if terrorism 
would stop, the chances for peace 
would escalate geometrically. 

The Palestinian side must know the 
basic precondition for peace is and 
must be the unconditional cessation of 
the campaign of terror and violence 
against Israel. Not only does it under-
mine the security of Israel, but it un-
dermines the security of the Pales-
tinian people as well. 

The United States, Mr. Speaker, 
stands ready, I believe this Congress 
stands ready, to work with other na-
tions to obtain a better life for the Pal-
estinian people; but this Nation will al-
ways be committed to Israel’s survival, 
security and success as the haven and 
homeland for the Jewish people. No 
people on Earth perhaps has been more 
savaged through the centuries. 

My friend, the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. CONYERS), will speak in 
just a minute. African Americans un-
fortunately and tragically fall in a 
similar condition. For us to allow any 
peoples, whether they be Jewish, Afri-
can American or Palestinians, to be 
savaged in a world that calls itself civ-
ilized is unacceptable. 

We must call, therefore, we must 
urge, we must demand the cessation of 
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